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On 4th June 2008 at a ceremony at Chuulangun on 
the upper Wenlock River the Kaanju Ngaachi Wenlock 
and Pascoe Rivers Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) was 
officially declared.  This is the first stage of the Kaanju 
Ngaachi IPA which covers an area of 197,500 hectares of 
culturally, spiritually and biologically significant country.  
It is the 25th IPA to be declared in Australia and the first 
on Cape York Peninsula.  
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Indigenous Australians have managed their Ngaachi (traditional 
country/homelands) for tens of thousands of years. An 

Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) is an area of land and/or 
sea country which is voluntarily managed by its Traditional 

Custodians as a protected area for biocultural diversity 
conservation through an agreement with the Australian 

Government.

IPAs are an important component of Australia’s National 
Reserve System, which is the network of formally recognised 

parks, reserves and protected areas across Australia. 

For more information visit: https://www.environment.gov.au/
land/indigenous-protected-areas.

Visit Chuulangun Media at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5YG5FrnEwyU
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Location 
The Kaanju Ngaachi Wenlock and Pascoe Rivers IPA 
is located in central Cape York Peninsula, far north 
Queensland, Australia. The IPA is approximately 900 
kilometres north of Cairns, and 160 kilometres south of 
Weipa, off the Peninsula Development Road.
In the Kaanju Ngaachi IPA some activities such as camping 
and pig hunting will require a permit.  If you plan to visit 
the IPA please contact us to find out about any special 
requirements. Visitors are also asked to please respect our 
cultural and land management protocols, to observe signs 
throughout the IPA, and take care not to spread weeds.



KAANJU NGAACHI WENLOCK AND PASCOE RIVERS

Features 

Northern Kaanju Ngaachi features a range of environments 
- open savannah in the west, riverine evergreen notophyll 
closed forests centred on the Wenlock and Pascoe Rivers, and 
upland rainforest along the east. There are also pockets of open 
bushland, sand ridge country and areas that feature vine thickets 
and sink holes. Our Ngaachi features vast wetland areas and 
riparian forests that are considered nationally important.

The Kaanju Ngaachi IPA is rich in biodiversity, supporting a range 
of bird, fish, amphibia, reptile, mammal, invertebrate and plant 
species.   If you visit the IPA you might be lucky to see these 
species, some of which are rare, threatened and endangered:

•  Cape York Rock Wallaby

•  Antillopine Wallaroo (Maangkay)

• Spotted Cuscus (Kulaan)

• Northern Quoll (Ching’ka)

• Eclectus Parrot (Piimpa)

•  Magnificent Rifle Bird

• Cassowary (Kutani)

• Palm Cockatoo (Kila)

Land Management 

The Kaanju Ngaachi IPA is managed by the 
Chuulangun Aboriginal Corporation for the 
northern Kaanju Traditional Custodians.  
A number of the land management activities on 
the IPAare undertaken by the Chuulangun Rangers.
The work program of the rangers includes:

•  Weed and feral animal control

• Visitor management including issuing of                            
camping permits and patrols of the IPA

•  Fire management

•  Cultural, biophysical and water quality surveys and 
monitoring

• Preserving key wetlands, catchments and ecosystems of 
high biodiversity and cultural significance.

•  Flora and fauna surveys.

Aspirations 

The key aspirations, actions and milestones for the IPA are 
set out in the Kaanju Homelands Wenlock and Pascoe Rivers 
IPA Management Plan. Aspirations for the IPA and the wider 
northern Kaanju Ngaachi include:

•  To conserve, protect and enhance the natural and 
cultural values of our Ngaachi for the benefit of current 
and future generations.

•  To manage our Ngaachi in accordance with our laws and 
customs.

•  To reaffirm traditional Kaanju governance structures 
in relation to land and resource management on our 
Ngaachi.

• To develop and operate homelands-based businesses 
that incorporate sustainable land management 
principles.

• To develop homelands-based projects, education and 
training that will improve the capacity of local people 
living on Ngaachi.

•  To support Indigenous people in their permanent 
reoccupation of homelands.

•  To work collaboratively with neighbouring land 
owners and managers to support sustainable land 
management, biocultural diversity conservation and 
sustainable livelihoods on country.

Kaanju Ngaachi- Kaanju Pama
The northern Kaanju or Kaanichi people are Traditional 
Custodians of 840,000 hectares of country centred on the 
upper Wenlock and Pascoe Rivers in the uplands of Cape York 
Peninsula, northern Australia. 

Kuuku I’yu (northern Kaanju) Ngaachi features many 
important cultural sites and landscapes including Story (or 
Dreaming) places. There are also a number of sites  that hold 
historical value for Traditional Custodians as it is at these sites 
that Aboriginal people were ‘round up’ and held before being 
forcibly removed from country during the previous century 
under the ‘protection’ and ‘assimilation’ eras 
of government. 

As Traditional Custodians we are obliged under Kaanju 
law and custom to ‘look after’ our Ngaachi in a sustainable 
manner. In return our Stories, which are the land, will look 
after us physically, culturally and spiritually.

Indigenous Protected Area

“The deterioration of the land is felt 

by Pianamu (Rainbow Serpent), and 

under Kaanju law if proper land 

management is not carried out 

Pianamu will not allow the land to be 

sustainable”.

  Northern Kaanju      
Traditional Custodian


